Morphological Measurements of Burrowing Owls
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How to Take Tail Measurements of Burrowing Owls

· Gently separate the tail feathers in approximately the middle of the tail.

· Insert the ruler perpendicular to the axis of the tail feathers (if the owl were standing the ruler would be vertical) until it touches the body where the tail feathers originate.

· Be sure the ruler is held parallel to the length of the feathers and read the measurement at the tip of the longest feather.

· Record the measurement in millimeters (mm).
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How to Measure Metatarsal Length of Burrowing Owls

· Bend the leg to form a 90 degree angle with the thigh and tarsus. 

· Bend the longest toe (third digit or middle of the three front digits) at the knuckle (owls will usually have done this themselves as they normally clench their feet closed while being handled).
· Extend the bent toe to form a straight line with the toe and the tarsus

· Measure from the back of the joint between the thigh and tarsus to the knuckle of the extended toe. 

· Record the measurement in millimeters (mm).
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How to Measure Wing Chord (unflattened wing) Length of Burrowing Owls

· Let the wing lay naturally on the bird’s side.

· Slide the ruler under the wing with the lip of the ruler on the joint above the primaries.  (If you are not using a universal wing ruler be sure to use the correct ruler for the side you are measuring.  Marking the rulers “left” and “right” will help stop mistakes).

· Holding the ruler against the joint, move the tip of the longest feather onto the ruler.  Let the wing lay naturally on the ruler and record the measurement.  

· Record the measurement in millimeters (mm).

Note:  Be sure not to flatten the wing on the ruler.  This is a different measurement and will cause inflated results in wing chord length.
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